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military officers, told me that these high officers had said to him
that they want no trouble with Russia at present because they are
far too much occupied in China and that they would therefore not
allow the incident to develop. I knew that Ott would not mislead
me, because our personal relations are of the friendliest, and that
barring unexpected developments the incident would soon be settled.
Fortunately, it was settled, in the shape of an armistice, and while
the germs of conflict are always present there, the probabilities are
that the Ghangkufeng incident will take its place with the many other
incidents which have caused momentary excitement and then have
petered out.
Otherwise the month has been marked by our constant efforts to
obtain Japanese respect for our various interests in China, with some
slight success, but only slight. I have had three long interviews with
General Ugaki and asked for a fourth appointment, which he could
not grant at the moment, so I saw Horinouchi. The first interview,
which, appropriately, took place on the Fourth of July, lasted for
nearly two hours and a half, and I went over with the Foreign Minister
the entire field of American interests in China. Nothing was left to
chance in that interview and several days were spent in intensive
study of every subject to be discussed so that every wrinkle would
be at my finger-tips. The Minister might well have bridled at some
of the things I said and the forcefulness with which they were said,
and I expected that he would do so. But he didn't. He actually
thanked me for my sympathetic approach to the situation, and this
was after he had been told in no uncertain terms just how the American
Government and people felt about the hostilities in China in general and
their abhorrence of the bombing of civilian populations in particular.
I don't know whether that conversation will help or not. It may
help, in spots. But unless or until the Japanese have reason to feel
that the United States will do something about it, we can expect
few constructive results. Assurances they will give, in plenty, but
they will always say : "Be patient; the military situation prevents
fulfilment just now." The British are in the same boat but in a worse
situation than we are because their interests are far more extensive
than ours and the Japanese are rapidly crowding them out. There are
signs that the British Government is getting pretty well fed up and
wants to show its teeth, but just as long as the Japanese know that Great
Britain cannot afford to fight, on account of her troubles in Europe,
just so long will they continue to snap their fingers in Great Britain's
face—in moderately polite language*
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September 28 was a busy and important day. Europe was trem-
bling on the brink of war. We gathered around the radio for the
afternoon and evening news from London, Hong Kong, and Sydney

